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There are no big secrets to success in the exam room. Providing you have  
revised effectively and are well organised, you should  do as well in the exams 
as your geography ability will allow.  
 
1. Revision 
    
- start early 
- ask if there is anything you don’t understand 
- attend any extra lessons offered 
- work out a realistic revision timetable 
- find a space where you are happy to revise 
- make your revision active, don’t just read 
- follow up a period of effective revision with a reward 
 
2. On exam days 
 
- know your exam timetable well 
- arrive relaxed and on time 
- know your centre and candidate numbers 
- make sure you are fully equipped 
- take two pens, two pencils… it’s much easier if the one you’re using runs out 
or breaks 

Know your Units... 
 

The 2012 geography examination tests the four units as follows: 
 

Unit 1 June 14th—am 
 
Unit 1—Challenges and Interactions in Geography  1hr (30%) 

Theme 1—Challenge of living in the built environment. 
Theme 2—Natural Interactions 

 
Unit 2 June 18th—am 

 
Unit 2 Development and Problem Solving Geography 2hrs (45%) 
Theme 3—People, work and development (30mins) 
Problem solving paper based on any issue you have studied over the 
course (90mins) 

PREPARATION 



Paper One 
 
This paper is 60 minutes long and has 60 marks.  
The paper consists of two questions that you must answer. 
At the end of each question there is a choice of case study. 
Be sure to read them both before you decide.   
The questions will be on the following units: 
 

Theme 1—Challenge of living in a built environment 
Theme 2—Natural interactions 
 

 
The questions will be answered in the exam booklet and some questions demand 
longer responses, e.g. case studies.  Only revise the case studies for the 2 
themes above for this paper. 
 
Once started,  you will have a little less than one minute per mark, so use your 
time wisely. 
Your examiners will not expect you to write more. Go straight to the point – don’t 
waffle. Be guided by the marks in brackets as to how many points you need to 
make. 
 

There is nothing more upsetting than answering most of the examination 
paper well and running out of time before you could complete the last question. 
Each examination will have enough time, but none to waste.  

MANAGING YOUR TIME 

Paper Two 
 
The first paper is based on the People, work and Development unit.  This will be 
like a question asked on Paper 1.  It lasts 30 minutes and is worth 30 marks.  You will 
need to revise your case studies for this paper. 
The second paper is 90 minutes long but has only 60 marks, so there should be less 
pressure on time. You will be given advice at the start of each of the three parts it is 
divided into as to how long you should spend on it. Make sure that you keep to these 
times. This paper is based on any of the 3 units you have studied.  
 
The final ‘problem-solving’ task is in two parts, a table to help you organise your ide-
as and a final letter or report to write. When completing both, use elaborated state-
ments. They will gain marks. 
 



Compare: Write what is similar and 
different between two pieces of in-
formation. Use the word ‘whereas’ to 
help you compare. 
 
Describe: Just write what you see. 
You may be asked to describe what 
you see on a photo, graph or map. Do 
not explain if you are only asked to 
describe. 
 
Explain/give reasons: You are now 
being asked to say why something you 
have already described is happening. 
Use ‘because’ to help you answer 
these questions. 
There are often two marks awarded 
for giving just one reason. Where this 
happens you will be expected to give 
a simple statement and its  
elaboration. Ask ‘so what’ to find the 
elaboration. 
 
 

Justify: You could be asked to justify 
a decision you have made. This may 
happen in the final task on Papers 
Three & Four. Explain your choices in 
terms of why they are better than 
other options open to you.  
 
Measure: You may be asked to meas-
ure on a map or graph. Don’t guess – 
measure accurately using the scale 
provided. 
 
Suggest: This is similar to explain but 
tells you that you are expected to 
bring in ideas and understanding of 
our own and is not provided on the 
paper. 
 
What is meant by?: You are being 
asked to give a definition of a geo-
graphical term. You must know the 
main terms for each of the four Units. 
When asked for a definition, giving an 
example is not enough.     

Examination success depends not only upon how 
well you know your geography but also being able 
to use this to give the examiners the information 
they are asking. Examiners help you give the cor-
rect information by using ‘command words’. Some 
common commands are below. Give exactly what 
is asked and you should do well. 

COMMAND WORDS... 

Other important terms: 

Word Meaning 

Distribution Describe how something is spread out 

Location Where a place is 

Pattern A distribution or trend (watch for anomalies) 

Sustainable Something is managed in a way to protect it for future generations 

Trend Describing a graph (watch for rising or falling) use figures 



Flood hydrograph 

Climate graph 

Population pyramids 

Pie chart 

Make sure you can read data from 
all these different types of graph... 

GRAPHS… 

Triangular graph 



Diagrams... 
You will be expected to 
read and interpret data 
from a number of different 
diagrams…. 



MAPS... 

Weather maps 

World maps 

Local area 

maps 

You will need to read maps at a  
variety of different scales 



 
Ever since GCSEs were introduced, examiners have seen the same errors in 
student performance crop up year after year.  
 
Here are the 10 most common mistakes: 
 
1 Not understanding the layout of the question. 
 
2 Doing the wrong question. 
 
3 Misreading the question. 
 
4 Not understanding the meaning of key words in the question. 
 
5 Failing to keep an answer relevant. 
 
6 Misusing resources. 
 
7 Not being able to use a map. 
 
8 Lacking the knowledge to answer a question. 
 
9 Poor level of detail in case examples. 
 
10 Running out of time. 
 
If you study this list carefully you can see that only numbers 8 and 9 are to do 
with subject knowledge –the rest are all to do with the way you approach the  
examination paper 
 
 

COMMON MISTAKES! 



Name a place that has had a water shortage. 
Africa 
 
Describe how the water shortage affects peo-
ple and places. 
It has affected both crops and animals. 
They have little water and suffer from 
malnutrition because of this. This has 
meant that they have suffered from diseas-
es and died. 
It has also effected the soil and because of 
this little will grow. This means people will 
have no food. 
 
Explain what caused the water shortage. 
There was too little rain and rivers were 
low probably because of global warming. It 
didn’t rain for a long time. People were al-
so using too much water for things like 
cleaning the car and watering the garden. 
This had all been going on for a lot of years 
and there wasn’t much water around.   

 
  
 This is too broad an area. Which places/areas were 

exactly affected? Name countries or a physical area 
like the Sahel. 

 
  
 What crops and animals were affected? Did the  

 person mean ‘malnutrition’? Should it not be 
drought? What diseases did the plants and animals 
suffer from? What happened to the soil erosion or 
salinisation? Finally, when asked about the effects 
on people, it is not enough to state that they will 
have no food. 

 
 

 Too little rain when? How might global warming have 
affected the climate patterns? It didn’t rain for a 
long time. So what? The point needs to be  

 developed. What rivers were low? Name them.  
  Countries in Africa are LEDCs. Washing cars and 
 watering gardens seem inappropriate. 
 
 Finally, there is not enough specific detail  
  throughout. 

Case Study Mark Scheme 

Level 1: Choice of case study applied reasonably well. Gives simple description or explanation. 
Information is communicated by brief statements.       1-2 marks 
 
Level 2: Choice of case study applied well. Gives descriptive points in more detail but little 
explanation. Communication begins to show structure with occasional use of specialist terms. 
Sentences show some coherence but occasional errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
                3-4 marks 
 
Level 3: Appropriate choice of case study applied well. Provides a balanced account which 
gives descriptive detailed points with some explanation. Communication has structure with 
some use of specialist terms. Coherent sentences with few errors in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.                5-6 marks 
 
Level 4: Appropriate choice of case study applied very well. Provides a balanced account 
which includes specific description and explanation. Communication is logical and contains  
specialist terms. Spelling punctuation and grammar have considerable accuracy.  7-8 
marks 

Read the    
answer to the 
Case Study 
below and the 
comments 
about it…. 

The Case Study is the final part of each question you answer on Paper Two.  
You must, therefore, answer three Case Studies on this paper. On Paper Two the 
Case Studies are worth a total of 24 marks out of 90. It is therefore, very im-
portant that you revise your Case Studies in detail and are able to use them to 
answer the questions your examiners ask.  
NEVER repeat the example given in the question as a case study – the  
examiner is forbidden from marking it. 

TIPS FOR CASE STUDIES 



REVISION GUIDE 
FOR PAPER 1 

Theme 1: 
Challenge of living in a built environment 
Theme 2: Natural interactions 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Basically: Cities—MEDC’s and 
LEDC’s and People—population 
and migration)  



 
 

 

Term Definition 

Migration 
 The permanent movement of people from one place to another 

Push factor 
 The disadvantages of a migrant’s paces of residence which may cause them to 
move away. 

Pull factor 
 The advantages of a migrant’s place of destination.  

Mega-city 
A city with 10 million or more inhabitants 

Quality of life 
 The level of satisfaction, happiness and wellbeing of an individual or family.  

Standard of living 
 Amount and quality of goods and services purchased / owned by an individual 
or family. Largely determined by income.  

Hierarchy 
An ordering of service centres and settlements according to some measure of 
their size and importance (eg, no of shops)  

Inner city 
The zone of housing and industry in UK cities, dating from the late 19th, early 
20h centuries, within 1-3km of the city centre.  

CBD 
 Central Business district—the central area of a town or city, dominated by 
shops and offices.  

Suburbs 
The outer, mainly residential areas of a town, city (form a zone beyond the inner 
city) 

Affordable housing 
Cheap housing for families on relatively low incomes 

Urbanisation 
 An increase in the proportion of urban dwellers in a country or region.  

Counter-urbanisation 
 The migration of people in MEDC’s from cities to small towns and rural areas, 
increasing the proportion of the population living in these places.  

In-migration 
The permanent movement of people into an area.   

Out-migration 
The permanent movement of people out of an area.   

Rural-Urban migration 
Permanent movement of people from the countryside to towns and cities.   

Suburbanisation 
Expansion of the suburbs due to the growth of housing, businesses and services. 

Brownfield site 
Land available for development that has been previously used for urban / indus-
trial purposes.  

Commuter 
 Someone who makes a regular journey to work, usually daily or several times a 
week.  

Commuter zone 
Residential area where commuters live, beyond the suburbs of a town / city. 

Dormitory settlement 
 A commuter settlement dominated by residential land use and with relatively 
few local economic activities.  

Industrialisation 
Rapid growth of manufacturing industry in a country or region.  

Infrastructure 
The transport networks and public services (water, electricity, gas) that support 
economic activity.  



Where people live in a city affects their quality of life 
The main factor determining access to housing is money. 
Within urban areas access to different housing types varies. This creates distinct housing 
zones with distinctive groups of people living in them. 

The CBD in the centre often does not have much housing because the land prices 
are so high, there are often some very expensive high-rise apartment blocks 

The inner city has many small terraced houses and high rise council flats (low 
income families). The terrace houses were built during the industrial revolution 
to house the factory workers 

Some inner city areas have been redeveloped into luxury flats for city workers 

Middle income families are concentrated in medium cost housing in the suburbs 

High income families often choose to live in high quality houses in the commuter 
zone 

Services  There are lots of different types of services in one urban area 
Distribution of services 
Main shopping area—often in CBD.  
Open spaces—found in different parts of urban area. 
Heath services—found in more residential areas. 
Leisure services & entertainment—often close to shopping areas. 
Public transport—concentrated in CBD but serve whole urban areas.  
Access to services 
Access to services means how easy or difficult it is to reach them. How accessible the services are in an urban area 
varies for different groups of people. This affects their quality of life. 
Access to services can be affected by a number of factors: 

If you live on the outskirts of urban areas you have to travel into the CBD to do your shopping.  

The poorest people can’t afford transport so can’t access services beyond walking distance. 

Age and disability restrict access—the old and disabled need help accessing services. 

Out of town services like retail parks and supermarkets can be hard to reach unless you have your own 
transport. 

SCHOOLS 

HOSPITALS 

SHOPS 

Examples 
of  
services 

Urban areas in MEDC’s can be great places to live, with easy access to services and entertainment. However an increasing num-
ber of urban problems threaten to destroy the quality of life for people living in MEDC  urban areas. 

Problems in cities 
Traffic & Pollution (see transport section) 
Manufacturing decline—with traditional factories near city centres closing down, empty derelict buildings are left. This 
leads to high unemployment and social deprivation. The government has tried to tackle this with urban renewal schemes 
and the gentrification of cities (aimed at improving areas) - see Docklands case study. 

Access to housing  
ECONOMICS: The main thing that determines where people live within urban areas is personal wealth. People with 
low income live in the less desirable parts of the city where the housing is cheaper (inner-city areas) which are like-
ly to be run down with poor service provision and urban problems such as crime, traffic, noise and air pollution.  
SOCIAL FACTORS: People with the same nationality, culture, ethnicity or religion often locate near each other in a 
city. This can mean areas take on particular characteristics (see Barcelona case study) 
BUSINESS & SERVICES: Where businesses and services are located affects where people live. Not many people live 
in the CBD (land prices too high). People generally like to live in areas with a good service provision.  

CHURCHES 

LEISURE  

TRANSPORT 

Urban  
Land Use  
Models 



Traffic Problems—common in MEDC cities 
The increase in car ownership and commuting means many MEDC  
cities have major congestion problems—especially at rush hours.  
The 2 major problems this causes are to do with… 
TIME  - people don’t want to be late or waste time in traffic jams, 
some industries now locate near the edge of cities near main roads to 
avoid time wasted in traffic. 
POLLUTION - pollution caused by traffic jams is a major problem in 
MEDC cities 

Transport Solutions:  
Park and Ride: Introduced to reduce congestion in crowded city centres 
(including York and Oxford). People drive to out-of-town car parks and 
then take a bus or tram to the centre.  
 
 
 
Trams: Many cities (including Manchester & Sheffield) have had trams         
introduced as an attempt to reduce  congestion and pollution in cities.       
They are more environmentally friendly than buses because they run on    
electricity.  
 

Service Solutions:  
Out of Town shopping centres and retail parks have become common in the last 20 years. They are 
most attractive to car owners because its easy to get to them by driving. The centres allow people to 
buy lots of different goods in a small space. Some people think that the new shopping centres are 
causing traditional town centres to decline.  



Housing provision in the UK 
Britain is short of houses, 4.1 million  new homes could be needed by 2016.  
In 1998 the government announced that:  
- 60 % would be on brownfield sites in existing urban areas. 
- 40% would be on greenfield sites including places in green belts.  
 

BUT— most houses are needed in the SE where brownfield sites are limited. In 
the Midlands and North—lots of brownfield sites available but less demand for    
housing.  

Why build on brownfield sites Why build on greenfield sites 

There are already 3.4 million unoccupied houses 
in cities that could be upgraded. 

Most British people want to own their own home, 
complete with garden, set in a rural or semi-rural 
location.  

A further 1.3 million could be created by either 
subdividing large houses or using empty space 
above shops and offices. 

People are healthier and generally have a better 
Q of L in rural areas. 

1.3 million homes could be built on vacant and 
derelict land and another 0.3 million by re-using 
old industrial and commercial premises. 

At present for every 3 people moving into cities, 5 
move out into the countryside.  

Urban living reduces the need to use the car and 
maintains services. 

Greenfield sites are cheaper to build on than 
brownfield sites—lower land values and less likely 
to need clear up operations.  

Changes to housing stock 
The oldest houses are found in the old inner city areas. As industry grew in these areas so did the  
demand for workers. At that time people also wanted to live near their place of work.  

Houses were built close together to create high density. Most built in straight rows or terraces.  
Few amenities were provided either for the house (no indoor toilet, bathroom etc) or around it 
(no gardens or open spaces) 
Dampness and lack of sanitation, lack of sanitation had negative effect on health and reduced 
life expectancy.  

Over the years attempts have been made to improve living conditions.  First attempt in the 1960’s 
was to bulldoze large areas and build high rise flats (urban redevelopment) and later by improving 
existing properties (urban renewal).  
The high rise flats had modern amenities (running water etc) but created lots of social issues. Many 
inner city areas still have cramped living conditions and high crime and unemployment.  



Planning prevents the countryside being eaten up by new buildings.  
This is called managing urban sprawl.   
This usually happens at the rural—urban fringe, where the city and country meet… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The rural—urban fringe 

Conurbations 
a conurbation is formed when one city grows so large that it encompasses surrounding 
towns forming one huge urban area.  
 
The West Midlands conurbation is the name given to the large conurbation that       
includes the cities of Birmingham and Wolverhampton and other surrounding large 
towns. 

Leisure  

To restrict development on greenfield sites (sites that have not previously been built on), urban 

sprawl has been constrained by the creation of green belts.  

 

Green Belts were created in 1947 as 'collars of land' around urban areas where development is     

severely  restricted to preserve the character of the environment. 

Some greenbelts have now had to be developed on due to the need for new housing. Limiting urban 

sprawl meant there was a shortage of housing space in the cities so new towns and expanded towns 

were built beyond the greenbelt to house the overspill  population. The most famous example of a 

new town is Milton Keynes.  

Leisure facilities for urban dwellers are often found on the rural—urban fringe because they 
are easily accessible here and they need more space than can be found in cities.  
 
The growth of facilities such as golf courses, country parks and riding stables have changed 
the character of the rural—urban fringe.  



Cities in LEDC’s are often poorly planned and overcrowded. As a result quality of life is usually lower 
than it is in MEDC cities.  
 
Urban Land Use 
City layout is not the same in all LEDC’s but this model is a good guide. 
Note that the expensive housing is found near the CBD—this is usually modern apartment blocks. The 
poorer housing is found further away making the problem of access to services even worse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 major problems in LEDC cities: 
 
Spontaneous settlements (also known as shanty towns or fa-
velas in Brazil) 
These are settlements built illegally by the poor who can’t   
afford proper housing. Most of the inhabitants are rural—
urban migrants. The settlements are badly built, without basic 
amenities (electricity, running water etc). In time the inhabit-
ants may manage to improve their shanty town. See Sao Paulo 
case study. 

 
 
Overcrowding 
Competition for land is intense. High populations and lack of transport mean 
people want to live near places where they might find work. Overcrowding 
puts pressure on services (problems with clean water supply and waste dispos-
al which can create major health risks). 
 
The limited land available often means that shanty towns are built on           
dangerous land—steep hillsides which may collapse in heavy rain or on rubbish 
tips.  



Three types of migration 
International migration – where people move from one country to another. International migration from 
LEDCs to MEDCs is economic migrants searching for a higher standard of living. 
Regional migration – moving to another region in the same country. E.g. North to South England 
Local migration – when people move a short distance in the same region. E.g. From London to Brighton 

 

Migration can be classified by reason 
Migration happens because of push and pull factors 
 
 

Push factors –  
Reasons that make 
someone decide to 
leave.  They are  
usually negative 
things about an area. 
E.g. Lack of jobs 

Pull factors – These 
are things about a 
place that attract 
people to move 
there. They are  
usually positive 
things. E.g. Good 
medical facilities 

Be clear about the right terms 
The words used to describe migration all sound similar. Make sure you learn the difference between them!  
 
 

The role of the government 
Governments can either encourage or refuse immigration into their country through their policies.  
On a local scale planning and employment policies will affect decisions to move.  

MIGRANT IMMIGRANT 

A person moving from 
one area to another 

Someone moving 
into a country 

Push factors Pull factors 

Destination 

EMIGRANT 

Someone moving 
out of a country 

Origin 

Sometim
es c

alle
d    

    

“o
ut m

igratio
n” 

Sometimes called           

“in migration” 



 
CASE STUDY: Changes in a land-use or a service 
    (i) Name a place you have studied where a land-use or a service has changed. 
    (ii) Describe how the land-use or service has changed. 
    (iii) Explain how the change affected different groups of people and the environment.  [8] 
 
CASE STUDY: A place from where people have migrated 
    (i) Name a place from where people have migrated. 
    (ii) Describe the place they migrated away from. 
    (iii)  Explain why they moved away. Refer to push and pull factors.  [8] 
 
CASE STUDY: A place to which people have migrated 
    (i) Name a place to which people have migrated. 
    (ii) Describe the place they migrated to. 
    (iii)  Explain why they migrated. Refer to push and pull factors.  [8] 
 
CASE STUDY: An area that has been improved in a town or city in a More Economically  
Developed Country (MEDC). 
    For a named area in a town or city in an MEDC: 
    (i) Name and locate an area that has been improved. 
    (ii) Describe the problems that needed solving in the area. 
    (iii) Explain how successful the improvements have been for different groups of people  
living in or close to this area.  [8] 
 
CASE STUDY: An area that has been improved in a town or city in a Less Economically  

Developed Country (LEDC). 
    For a named area in a town or city in an LEDC: 
    (i) Name and locate an area that has been improved. 
    (ii) Describe the problems that needed solving in the area. 
    (iii) Explain how successful the improvements have been for different groups of people  
living in or close to this area.  [8] 
 
CASE STUDY: Different types of housing in a town or city. For a named town or city in an 
MEDC or an LEDC 
    (i) Name the town or city. 
    (ii) Describe the distribution of different types of housing. (Draw diagrams or sketch maps 
 if you wish). 
    (iii)  Explain why different groups of people live in these housing areas.  [8]  

 



Unit 1 
Theme 2 
Natural  

Interactions 
 

This includes 
Weather and climate 
Climate change 
Ecosystems 
Water surplus and deficit (flooding and drought) 
Water supply and International cooperation 
Rivers 
Coasts 



Term Definition 

Weather 
 Condition of the atmosphere at any given time 

Climate 
 Average weather of a place over a long period of time.  

Isobar A line on a weather chart joining places of equal pressure.  

Isotherm A line joining places of equal temperature.   

Depression 
 An area of low pressure usually associated with clouds, rain and strong winds. 

Fronts Boundaries between different air masses in a depression.  

Warm front 
Boundary between warm and cold air in a depression, where cold air is replaced 
by warm air. It is associated with thick clouds and rain.   

Cold Front 
Boundary between warm and cold air in a depression, where warm air is re-
placed by cold air. It is associated with thick clouds and rain.  

Warm sector The wedge of warm air in a depression between the warm and cold fronts.  

Anticyclone 
 An area of high pressure usually associated with settled weather.  

Hurricane Powerful tropical storm associated with violent winds, torrential rain and flood-
ing.  

Monsoon 
A seasonal change of wind direction, its common use refers to the wet season it 
brings.  

Rainshadow Sheltered side of an upland area with low precipitation.  

Prevailing wind The direction from which the wind blows into an area for most of the year. 

Temperate Areas which do not experience great extremes of heat or cold.  

Heat Island Towns and cities often have higher temperatures than the surrounding country-
side.  

Ecosystem A natural system in which plants and animals interact with each other and the 
non-living environment 

Nutrient cycle The process by which minerals necessary for plant growth are taken up by the 
soil and returned when plants shed their leaves or vegetation dies.  

Food chain The transfer of energy through an ecosystem from primary producers to con-
sumers and decomposers.  

Biomes Large ecosystems on a global scale where the climate and vegetation is uniform 
(eg: Tundra—permanently frozen area of northern Europe and Asia where li-
chen and moss grow).  

Sustainable  Capable, by careful use and management of being maintained, used and en-
joyed by future generations.  

Regeneration  The process of growing back again—renewal, revival.  

Theme 2 Key words 



British climate 
Can be described as: 

Maritime—because it is affected by ocean 
currents. They bring higher rainfall to the 
west and moderate the temperature 

Moist—because precipitation (rain) is relia-
ble all year and is never exceptionally low 

Temperate—because temperatures at sea 

How does it rain? 
3 main types of rainfall: 
1. Relief rainfall—when moist 

air is forced over mountains. As it 
cools, condensation occurs to form 
clouds so it rains.  

2. Convectional rainfall—when the 
ground surface is headed by the 
sun, the air above it is warmed up. 
This air rises and as it cools down 
clouds form and rain follows.  

Climate graphs 
A climate graph con-
sists of: 

A line graph to 

show tempera-

Factors affecting climate 

Latitude – temperature decreases as you go further from the 
equator because the angle of the sun is lower nearer the 
poles 

Altitude – Temperature decreases where there is an in-
crease in height above sea level. Upland areas tend to be 
wetter as well because there is more relief rainfall. 
Continentality – Places on or near the coast have a smaller 
temperature range.  This is because land heats up and cools 
down more quickly then the sea. Inland areas are drier as wet 
winds have lost most of their moisture before they reach 
here. 
Prevailing winds – If these blow from warm areas they will 
bring warm weather. If they come from colder areas they will 

World climate zones 

Weather 
feature 

Instrument Scale / Unit 

Temperature Thermometer Degrees 
celcius 

Precipitation Rain gauge mm 

Pressure Barometer Millibars 

Sunshine Sunshine re-
corder 

Hours 

Wind direc-
tion 

Wind vane Compass 
points 

Wind speed Anemometer Km/hr 

Effects of weather on people How people affect weather 

Affects where people live. Places with extreme climate 
will be sparsely (have few people) populated 

Affects homes. Colder climates need extra insulation. 

Farming – certain crops only grow in certain climates and 
unexpected weather conditions can destroy a harvest 

Lifestyle – in hotter countries it is normal to rest during 
hottest part of day and work in the cooler afternoon. 

Leisure – football matches could rained off 

Heatwaves – caused by high pressure can cause 
droughts and forest fires. In winter can cause freezing con-
ditions and fog that can affect airlines and road traffic 

Hurricanes – can cause loss of life, damage the environ-
ment and economy 

Monsoon climate – affects farming and can cause floods 

A microclimate is where there are local  

differences in climatic features 

Urban and rural areas have different 
microclimates 
- buildings hold and give off more heat 
- wind speed can be reduced by the 
sheltering influence of buildings 
- buildings can sometimes increase 
wind speeds by creating a wind tunnel 
- pollution in the urban air can trap 
heat 
- Global warming – raising world temps 
  

 

Weather 
and Climate 

Synoptic charts 
Used to visually repre-
sent the weather. You 
must be able to use the 
key to interpret these 



Air Pressure 
The weight of 
air pressing 
down on us 

from above is 
called air 
pressure  

Depressions: 
Depressions form when a large cold air mass meets a large, warm 
air mass.  The boundary of the 2 different air types is called a front.  
The warmer, less dense air is forced to rise above the colder air 
resulting in less air near the earth’s surface. Less air means low 
pressure on the earth. 
 

As a warm front 
approaches: It 
starts to drizzle, it 
rains more heavi-
ly as the warm air  
approaches 

When the warm 
front passes—
the rain stops, 
the weather 
becomes 
brighter, clouds 
disappear, tem-

As the cold front ap-
proaches-  
period of heavy rainfall, 

Anticyclones 
High pressure occurs when air sinks. This 
leads to more air near the earth’s surface. 
When there is high pressure there tends to 
be very little cloud 
 

 

AIR PRESSURE 
(measured in millibars using a barome-

ter) 

Areas with low pres-
sure are called de-
pressions and usu-

High pressure 
weather    sys-
tems are called   
anticyclones and 



Ecosystems 

What is it? 
An ecosystem is a system of linked parts. An ecosystem is made 
up of living and non living parts.  
Each ecosystem has a inputs, outputs, stores and flows 
Inputs:    material or energy moving into the system 
Outputs:     material or energy leaving the system 
Stores:    places where material or energy is at rest 
Flows:    movement of material or energy between stores.  

Food chains 
Most food chains start with 
green plants (producers). They 
show how nutrients and energy 
are passed around the ecosys-
tem 

Carbon cycle 

Nitrogen cycle 

Different scales 
Ecosystems vary in size  

Scale Examples 

Micro Water droplet Under a leaf 

Meso  Freshwater pond Woodland 

Salt marsh Wetland 

Tropical rainforest Tundra Global (biome)  

Coniferous forest Savanna 

Changes to ecosystems 
Ecosystems may change for a variety of reasons.  
 
Physical reasons 

Climate change:  Indigenous species die out and replaced with new species which can 

withstand higher / lower temps and wetter / drier conditions 

Fire: Old or dry vegetation burns and is replaced by young shoots 

Erosion: Soil erosion removes valuable topsoil & prevents plant growth 

 
Human reasons 

Deforestation: Forests cleared removing nutrients from ecosystem 

Farming & grazing animals: Animals trample veg & destroy it by grazing on it. Farmers 

use pesticides to protect crops from insects. 

Transport: Veg cleared to construct transport routes. 

Settlement: Removal of veg for building.  

Adaptations of plants and animals 
To cope in their habitat plants and animals have 
developed specific adaptations. For example:  

- Long roots reach deep 
water supplies. 
- Swollen stems store 
water 
- Thick waxy skin reduces 



 
 
Location: - Tropical rainforest is found close to the equator in S America, central Africa and SE 
Asia 
Key Facts: - The Amazon is the world’s largest tropical rainforest. It covers 5.5million km

2
. 

- The rainforest is a fragile ecosystem—easily degraded by human activities 
Climate:  
- Hot and humid (ideal for plant growth) 
- Temp between 27

o
c and 30

o
c, little variation from month to month 

- Clouds form in the humid conditions and produce heavy convectional downpours almost every day 
- Average rainfall at least 2000mm per year 
- The trees act as giant pumps—remove water from soil and release it to atmosphere 
Soil:-  
Poor soils, contain few nutrients 
- Heavy rains wash the nutrients (calcium & potassium) from the soil making it infertile and acidic.  
- BUT—plants can grow very quickly because of rapid nutrient recycling—dead leaves rot quickly in 
the hot humid conditions. This releases nutrients into the soil, then they are rapidly absorbed by the 
roots of forest trees.  
Structure:  
Plants and  Huge diversity of life. 30% of the world’s plant and animal species are found in Amazo-
nia alone. Many animals plants have specific adaptations to cope with the rainforest. 

 
 
 

50m or taller—usually supported by buttress roots 

20-30m —dense layer forming almost complete 

Between the canopy and the forest floor—dark, 
dank area contains saplings between the 
trunks of larger trees 

The forest floor is covered in a deep litter of fallen 
leaves and branches 

Drip tip 
leaves—
allows heavy 
rain to drain 
quickly and 
prevents leaf 
damage. 

Buttress 
roots—
because 
soil is thin 
roots 
spread, 

Branches 
and leaves 
concentrat-
ed near top 
of tree to   
access sun-
light. 

Liana’s—
climbing 
vines, use 
other trees to 
reach the sun-
light in the 
canopy 

THE  RAINFOREST 



A weather event caused by low pressure 
Name and locate a weather event that has been caused by a low pressure weather system. 
Describe the weather event. 
Explain how the weather event affected different groups of people and/or organisations.           (8)  
 

An ecosystem and climate 
Name and locate an ecosystem that is found on land. 
Describe the plants and animals found in this ecosystem. 
Explain how the plants and animals are adapted to the climate of this ecosystem.                         (8) 
 
An ecosystem that is being used in an unsustainable way. 
Name a place where you have studied an ecosystem that is being used in an unsustainable way by people or organ-
isations. 
Name the type of ecosystem you have studied. 
Describe how people or organisations are using this ecosystem. 
Explain why this makes the ecosystem unsustainable                                                                    (8) 
 

A type of climate 
Name a type of climate you have studied. 
Name a place where this type of climate can be found. 
Describe the main features of this type of climate. Refer to the whole year. 
Explain how plants and wildlife OR different groups of people are affected by this type of climate.  (8) 
 

A weather event caused by a high OR low-pressure weather system 
Name a location where you have studied a weather event. 
State whether the weather event was caused by a high OR a low-pressure weather system. 
Describe how the weather event affected people and the environment. 
Explain what caused the weather event.  Use diagrams if you wish.            (8) 
 

For a named ecosystem you have studied: 
Name the ecosystem. 
Describe the main features of the ecosystem. 
Explain how different groups of people have changed the ecosystem.     (8) 
 
For a named climate type you have studied: 
Name the climate type. 
Describe the climate type. 
Explain how it affects people and the environment over a whole year.     (8) 
                         
The effects of people on an ecosystem: 
Name and locate an ecosystem you have studied. 
Describe the structure of the ecosystem.  Refer to plants and animals.  Draw diagrams if you wish. 
Explain how and why people are changing (or have changed) the ecosystem structure.          (8) 
 

The management of an ecosystem: 
Name and locate an ecosystem you have studied. 
Describe how the ecosystem has been managed. 
Explain how the management has affected the ecosystem.      (8) 

TYPICAL UNIT 1  
Case Study Questions 



RIVERS 

Term Definition 

Hydrosphere 
 The principal bodies of water on the planet including the oceans, seas, lakes and rivers.  

Hydrological cycle 
 The continuous circulation of water between the continents, oceans and the atmosphere.  

Interception 
 Precipitation that is temporarily stored on the surfaces of plant leaves, stems and branches.  

Infiltration 
 Downward movement of water into soil.  

Surface runoff 
 Water that runs over the land and enters streams.  

Lag time 
 The time interval on a hydrograph between maximum precipitation and peak flow.  

Discharge 
 The amount of water in a river at any given time 

Flood hydrograph 
 A graph showing changes in the discharge of a river over a period of time.  

Peak discharge 
 Maximum discharge of a river following rainfall.  

V-shaped valley 
 Upland river valley that is typically steep-sided and has a narrow floor.  

Waterfall 
 Landform where water in a river drops vertically.  

Lateral erosion  
 River erosion on the outer bank of a meander. Lateral erosion causes the river channel to 
shift across a floodplain and widen the valley.  

Floodplain 
 Flat land at the sides of a river, built from silt deposited every time the river floods.  

Drainage / River basin 
The area of land drained by a main river and all its tributaries.  

Watershed 
The boundary separating two drainage basins.  

Meander 
The winding course of a river 

Delta 
An area of silt deposited by a river where it enters the sea. 

Embankment 
A raised river bank built to prevent or reduce flooding 

Flood 
The flow of water over an area that is usually dry.  

Desertification 
The gradual change of land into desert 



R 
I 
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The hydrological cycle 
Another name for the hydrological cycle 
is the water cycle. The water cycle is the 
circulation of water between the sea, 
land and atmosphere.  

Drainage basin 
A drainage basin is the area drained by one river. A river 
basin has several important features 
 

Source—where a river starts, usually in upland areas 

Tributary—a stream that joins a main river 

Confluence—the point where 2 rivers join 

Mouth—where the river flows into the sea 

Watershed—the high ground separating two neighbouring 
drainage basins 

 

INPUTS FLOWS STORES OUTPUTS 

Precipitation Surface run-off Channel storage River run-off 

  Channel flow Groundwater storage Evaporation 

  Infiltration Vegetation storage Transpiration 

  Through-flow     

  Percolation     

  Groundwater flow     

The drainage basin as a system 

Storm Hydrographs 

The base flow is the 
normal discharge of the 
river 
 
The rising limb is the 
increase in discharge 
after the storm 
 
The falling limb is the 
decrease in discharge 
after the storm 
 
The lag time is the 
amount of time between 
peak rainfall  
during the storm and 
peak discharge in the 
river 

A river is likely to flood when the graph is steep. This is because there is a rapid increase in discharge over a short 
period of time so the river is unable to transport water away so it floods onto the surrounding land 



The Life of a River... 
All rivers flow from their source to their mouth (normally the sea).  
During their journey from source to mouth rivers carry out 3 main jobs:  
 

Erosion (when the river wears away the land) 

Transportation (the movement of eroded material) 

Deposition (when a river dumps its load) 
 
 

Upper 
Course 

Middle Course 

Lower Course 

Vertical erosion is the main river pro-
cess (the river is eroding downwards 
and the valley deepens) 

Waterfalls are found 
in the upper course 
(see High Force case 
study) 

Interlocking spurs are ridges produced 
with a river in the upper stage twists and 
turns round obstacles of hard rock along 
its downward path.  

The middle and lower stage have 
meanders (large bends). Oxbow 
lakes can also start to form.  

The main river processes in the middle 
course are deposition and lateral erosion.  

The main river process is now deposition.  
The lower course has several important features:  
- Alluvium (the term given for all material deposited by a river) is deposited—its usually very fertile. 
- The floodplain is flat and covered by alluvium making it very good farmland.  
- Levees (raised river banks made of coarse river load deposited during floods) 
- Deltas form from a build up of deposited silt (see case study on Nile Delta).  

Young, full of 
energy, breaks 
things! 

Old, tired, 
drops things! 
(deposition) 



Flood Control—Hard Engineering 
    
   Hard engineering involves building structures like dams to control the river system. 
 
1. DAMS and RESERVIORS 

 
    Dams and reservoirs in the upper parts of the drainage basin are very effective for  
    controlling the discharge lower down the valley—where the flood threat is greatest.  
    Dams are expensive to build so recently multi-purpose schemes have been built includ-
ing          
    hydroelectric power (HEP) stations and recreational lakes.  
 

 

A disadvantage of such schemes is that beautiful countryside can be spoiled by ugly buildings. Also farmland is     
destroyed when upper valley floods are flooded. All the river sediment is deposited in the reservoir instead of 
on the floodplain down- stream . This means the floodplain is 
less fertile, forcing the farmers to use more fertiliser.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. CHANNEL WIDENING and STRAIGHTENING 
Increasing the capacity of the channel means it can hold more water in a flood. 
Straightening the channel will increase the speed of the river and remove excess water more quickly to the 
sea.  

Flood Control—Soft Engineering 
To avoid the disadvantages of hard engineering, water authorities are moving to more sustainable flood con-
trols, using “soft engineering”. Instead of trying to control rivers, soft engineering works by using natural drain-
age basin processes to reduce flooding.  

Example: Hoover Dam on 
the Colorado River, USA. 

Afforestation: reduces run-off as trees intercept the rain. Lag 
time is longer. 

Pasture land: Gives continuous plant cover, reducing run off. 
Its better than arable crops where the soil is bare during the 
non-growing season.  

No urbanisation: Man-made surfaces such as concrete allow 
rapid run-off which encourages flooding.  



Term Definition 

Erosion the wearing away and removal of material 

Abrasion the wearing of rock due to rock fragments being hurled against cliffs 

Attrition the breakdown of rocks as they hit against each other 

Hydraulic Action  the force of waves causing rocks to split apart as waves compress air in 
cracks in the rocks 

Solution  where minerals in rocks are dissolved by the action of sea water 

Longshore Drift  the movement of material along a coastline 

Deposition the dropping of material 

Coast where the land and the sea meet 

Spit A long, thin ridge of sand that extends from a beach into the sea 

Weathering The breakdown of rock by mechanical or chemical processes 

Fetch distance of open sea over which waves are generated 

Swash movement of water up a beach that follows a breaking wave 

Backwash the return flow of water from a beach to the sea 

Tombolo A long beach which joins an island to the mainland (eg Chesil Beach) 

Arch An archway in a cliff that has been formed by wave action 

Revetments Wooden fences running parallel to the coastline that absorb wave energy 
and protect the coast from erosion 

Sea Wall A stone or concrete wall built parallel to the shoreline, designed to stop 
coastal erosion 

COASTS 



2. Transportation 
Material eroded by the sea is carried within the water in a 
number of ways: 

minerals dissolved from rocks are carried in solution,  

small rock fragments, light enough to be held within 
the water, float in suspension.  

The largest rock fragments are transported by the  pro-
cess of traction (roll along the bed when the waves 
pick up enough energy) 

Finally, medium sized rock particles are moved by   
saltation (particles are picked up and then dropped 
again as the wave looses its energy) 

The main form of transport operating at the coast is that of 
longshore drift (the process by which sand and pebbles are 
moved along a beach by the movement of the waves). 

 

WAVES 
Waves are created by wind blowing over the surface of the sea.  
The size and energy of a wave is influenced by: 

The length of time that the wind has been blowing 

The strength of the wind 

How far the wave has travelled (the fetch) 
When a wave breaks, water is washed up the beach: this is called the 
swash.  
Then the water runs back down the beach: this is called the backwash.  
 
There are 2 different types of waves: 
Destructive waves: 
- Operate in storm conditions 
- Created from big, strong waves when the wind is strong and has been blowing a long time 
- Occur when wave energy is high and the wave has travelled for a long time 
- Tend to remove material from the coast, associated with erosion 
- Backwash stronger than swash 
 
Constructive waves:  
- Operate in calm weather 
- Less powerful 
- Tend to deposit material, building up beaches 
- Responsible for transporting material 

COASTS 

where the land meets the sea 

PROCESSES 
Coasts undergo change due to coastal processes and there are 
3 main processes at work:  

 Erosion 
 Transportation 
 Deposition 

3. Deposition 
Material that is too heavy 
to be transported any 
more is left behind, build-
ing up the beach. The larg-
est  

1. 



A water management scheme in an LEDC (Less Economically Developed Country) 
Name of scheme 
Describe the scheme (use maps or diagrams if you wish)  
Explain how it has affected the lives of people 
 
For a river landform you have studied 
Name and locate the landform 
Describe the landform 
Explain how it was formed. Use diagrams to help 
 
Name, locate and write about a water management scheme you have studied  
Name and location of scheme 
Describe the scheme 
Explain why the scheme was necessary 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of the scheme? 
 
A place that has been affected by flooding. 
Name the place that has been affected by flooding 
Describe the effects of the flooding on people and the environment 
Explain what caused the place to flood 
 
A landform created by the sea 
Name of landform created by the sea 
Where it can be found 
Describe how the action of the sea created this landform 
Explain any advantages that this landform brings to the area around it.                 
 
A scheme that protects the coast from the action of the sea. 
Name and locate a scheme that is protecting the coast from the action of the sea. 
Type of scheme 
Location 
Space for diagrams or sketch if you wish 
Describe the scheme 
Explain why the scheme was necessary       
 
A water shortage and its effects on people and places: 
Name a place which has been affected by a water shortage. 
Describe how the water shortage affected people and places. 
Explain what caused the water shortage. 
 
A landform created by the action of water and its use by people: 
Name and locate a landform created by the action of water you have studied. 
Describe how it was formed.  (You may use diagrams if you wish). 
Explain how it has been used by people. 
 
For a landform you have studied: 
Name and locate the landform. 
Describe how it was formed (draw maps or diagrams if you wish). 
Explain how it brings advantages and disadvantages to an area.                                 

TYPICAL UNIT 2  
Case Study Questions 



Theme 3 
People, work 
and develop-

ment 
 

(Basically—Employment, 
MEDCs and LEDCs, trade, aid 
and industry) 

 



 
 

 

Term Definition 

Development 
The use of resources and technology to increase wealth and improve standards of 
living 

Primary industry 
Industries that extract raw materials directly from the land or sea. Eg, farming, 
fishing 

Secondary industry 
Industries that make or manufacture things. They process raw materials or assemble 
components to make a finished product. Eg, steel making, car assembly 

Tertiary industry 
Occupations such as health, education, transport or retailing which provide a service 
to people 

Quaternary industry 
Industries that provide information and advice or are involved in research 
Eg, financial advisors and research scientists 

Multinational company 
A large company which, by having factories and offices in several countries, is global 
because it operates across national boundaries 

LEDC 
Less economically developed country (often quite poor, have few services and a low 
standard of living) 

MEDC 
More economically developed country (usually quite rich, have many services and a 
high standard of living) 

Globalisation 
The expansion of a company from its original country to a position where it has 
branches in many countries.  

Trade 
The movement and sale of goods and services between one country and another 

Trade balance 
The difference between the cost of imports and the value of exports 

Trade surplus 
When a country earns more money from its exports than it spends on exports 

Trade deficit 
When a country spends more on its imports than it earns on its exports 

Exports 
Goods and services produced by a country and sold to other countries 

Imports 
Goods and services bought by a country from other countries 

Aid 
Help usually given by the richer countries of the world, or by international charities 
to the poorer countries. It bay be short term aid or long term aid 

Free trade 
The movement of goods and services within a country or trade group which does not 
require the payment of custom duties 

Fair trade 
An organisation which aims to guarantee that the producer of goods gets a fair price 
for their goods 

Positive multiplier 
A positive chain of events triggered by the creation of new jobs in a region 

Negative multiplier 
The downward spiral of decline in the economy . May be triggered by the closure of 
a large employer 

Tiger Economies 
NIC’s (Newly industrialised countries in SE Asia that have shown rapid economic 
growth largely through the creation and expansion of multi-national companies 

PEOPLE WORK AND  
DEVELOPMENT 



PRIMARY: comprises activities that produce food and source energy, minerals and raw  
materials. eg: farming, fishing, mining.  

There are 3 main employment sectors:  

SECONDARY: consists of manufacturing industries. Most manufacturing industries either pro-
cess raw materials (eg, oil refining) or assemble finished parts (eg, car manufacturing).  

TERTIARY: covers all service activities. It includes financial, legal, educational and healthcare 
services.   

Global contracts in employment 
In LEDC’s: Primary sector, mainly agri-
culture dominates (because these coun-
tries are not yet industrialised) 
In MEDC’s: The tertiary sector employs 
at least 3/4 of the work force (because 

Changing employment structures—UK  
Pre 19th Century: most people worked in agriculture. 
By 1850: Industrial revolution—towns and cities growing, manufacturing 
industry employed over half working population. 
Mid 20th Century to present day: Employment in industry is in decline 
(deindustrialisation). As people become richer, demand for services 
increased—more jobs in hotels, restaurents , travel etc 

Changing employment structures—China (a NIC) 
Economic change began in late 1970: small businesses and light indus-
tries started and China was open to trade and foreign investment. To-
day most people work in manufacturing industries in leading TNC’s 
(transnational companies—eg: Nike, Panasonic). Main attraction for the 

New technology 



Measuring a countries development is tricky because there are so many indicators of development 
Many of the indicators are linked and relationships can be seen. E.g. countries with high GDP tend to have 
high urban populations. 
Problems of indices 
Some countries may appear to be developed according to some indices and not others. No measurement 
should be used on its own. These indicators should be used together to get a broad picture of a country 
Up to date information isn’t always available. Sometimes countries don’t have the administration to collect 
the information or don’t want to make to information public. This makes comparing countries difficult 

Development Indices Description 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) The total value of goods 

Life Expectancy Average age a person can expect to live To 

Infant Mortality Rate Number of babies who die under 1 year old, per thousand live births 

Calorie Intake Average number of calories eaten per day 

Energy consumption Weight of coal used per person per year – an indication of levels of indus-
try 

Urban population Percentage of total population living in towns and cities 

Literacy rates Percentage of adults who can read well 

People per doctor Number of potential patients per doctor 



Things to Do... 
Work through 
these activities to 
help you  
Revise!!! 



Weather and Climate Match up! 



WATER, LANDFORMS AND PEOPLE Match up! 



PEOPLE AND PLACE Match up! 



PEOPLE, WORK AND DEVELOPMENT Match up! 



PAST PAPER QUESTIONS….. 







GUESS THE CASE STUDY…... 

Question Case study 

Changes in a land-use or a service  

A place from where people have migrated  

A place to which people have migrated  

An area that has been improved in a town or 
city in a More Economically Developed Coun-
try (MEDC) 

 

An area that has been improved in a town or 
city in a Less Economically Developed Coun-
try (LEDC). 

 

Different types of housing in a town or city. 
For a named town or city in an MEDC or an 
LEDC. 

 

A water shortage and its effects on people 
and places. 

 

A landform created by a river and its use by 
people. 

 

A scheme to change the supply of water  

A landform formed by water action that  
attracts people 

 

A place where a serious flood OR a serious 
drought has affected people and the envi-
ronment. 

 

A river landform formed by erosion.  



PLOT THE LOCATION OF ALL YOUR CASE STUDIES ONTO 
THESE TWO MAPS 

Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans 



REVISION QUESTIONS... 

TASKS: 
Use a different colour to shade areas of erosion and deposition. 
What has happened to the river channel where: 

• erosion has taken place 
• deposition has taken place? 

Add labels of your own to Stages 3 and 4 to describe and explain how an  ox-bow lake is formed. 



Use diagrams A–C to help you explain why 
there are caves, arches and stacks along this 
headland. 

Study the weather map for 2 January 1997. 
a Describe the location of the large high pressure anticyclone. 
b What was the pressure at the isobar closest to the high-pressure 

centre? 
c On the map, draw in the clockwise wind direction around the high 

pressure system. 
d Explain why the UK, Denmark and the Netherlands experienced 

cold weather. 

Answer: 

 

 

Answer: 
 



Describe the structure shown by the United Kingdom population pyramid for 2000. 

 

In what ways is India’s pyramid for the same year similar and different to that for the UK? 

 

Suggest reasons for the differences you have described. 
 
 
Describe what is predicted to happen to India’s population: 
between 2000 and 2025. 

 
between 2025 and 2050. 

 

a Suggest reasons for these changes. 
 

 
b Suggest how these changes might present difficulties for the Indian Government. 



Look at the symbols in source A above.  
 
Use them to help you describe the weather shown on model diagram B.  

Temperature  

 Precipitation  

Cloud cover  

Wind speed  

 Wind direction 

Look at the map. It shows four weather stations. Complete the weather station circles on the map at Oban and 
London using information from table D. 

Complete table D for Plymouth and Edinburgh by using the information from the weather station circles on 
map C. 

London Oban 



The decision making question at the end of your second Geography exam paper is the most important question in     
determining your final grade. 
 
You will be given an introduction to a problem that exists somewhere in the world, given a map, statistical data and 
people’s opinions. You will be given 3 or 4 options that could solve the problem. You have to choose the option that 
you think will be the best solution or solutions and justify your answer. 

 
 
 
 

What is it?  
Basically it’s a table which you HAVE to fill in  
What is it for?  
It’s to help you organise your thoughts before you write the detailed report 
What will it look like? 
The matrix will have three columns.  
The third column asks you to highlight the impact of different aspects of the ‘problem’ on the sustainable               
development of the place(s) in question. 
What do I have to do to get the best marks? 
You must be able to relate your findings and justification to the future sustainable development of the place(s)      
concerned.   

 
 
 
 

Make sure you write the report using the following structure. If you follow the structure below you will be able to earn 
the highest level of marks. 
 
Before you answer the question you must understand about sustainability and be able to explain how all options may 
or may not be sustainable. 
 

Structure 
 

 
 

Make sure you explain how each option has advantages 
and disadvantages and how it is sustainable or not     
sustainable 

1 I made this choice because………….. 

2 I didn’t choose the other scheme because…… 

3 The short term effects…… 

4 The long term effects……. 

5 Social, economic and environmental……………. 

SUSTAINABLE = HOW SOMETHING WILL BE ABLE TO 
CARRY ON WITHOUT HARMING ANYTHING ELSE 

THE DECISION MAKING 
EXERCISE 

In the first few months I 
would….the immediate  
benefits of my plan are… 
this would be good         
because…. 

In the coming years I 
would… in the long term 
the benefits of my plan 
would include… this would 
be an advantage because... 

The environment would 
benefit because… 

The local economy would 
be strengthened by the cre-
ation of new jobs in… this 
would be a good thing be-
cause… 

Local people would have 
improved facilities such 
as...this would be        ben-
eficial because... 

THE MATRIX 

THE REPORT 


